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There are no translations available at this moment. Thanks for your comprehension.

Dumbarton Oaks is pleased to announce the arrival of Past Presented: Archaeological
Illustration and the Ancient Americas ,
edited by Joanne Pillsbury.

  

Illustrations remain one of the fundamental tools of archaeology, a means by which we share
information and build ideas. Often treated as if they were neutral representations,
archaeological illustrations are the convergence of science and the imagination. This volume, a
collection of fourteen essays addressing the visual presentation of the Pre-Columbian past from
the fifteenth century to the present day, explores and contextualizes the visual culture of
archaeological illustration, addressing the intellectual history of the field, and the relationship of
archaeological illustration to other scientific disciplines and the fine arts. One of the principal
questions raised by this volume is how do archaeological illustrations, which are organizing
complex sets of information, shape the construction of knowledge? These visual and conceptual
constructions warrant closer scrutiny: they matter, they shape our thinking. Archaeological
illustrations are a mediation of vision and ideas, and the chapters in this volume consider how
visual languages are created and how they become institutionalized. Past Presented:
Archaeological Illustration and the Ancient Americas is about the ways in which representations
illuminate the concerns and possibilities of a specific time and place and how these
representations, in turn, shaped the field of archaeology.

  

October 2012, hardcover, ISBN 978-088402-380-7, $65.00 Past Presented: Archaeological
Illustration and the Ancient Americas
can be ordered through Harvard University Press: 
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780884023807
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